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to a few days. The bishops, so strong was the popular
feeling in France for Becket, had entered Sens as re-
tainers of the Earl of Arundel: they received intimation
that certain lawless knights in the neighbourhood had
determined to waylay and plunder these enemies of the
Church, and of the saintly Becket.

Far different was the progress of the exiled primate.
Prom St. Berlin he was escorted by the abbot, and by
the Bishop of Terouenne. He entered France; he was
met, as he approached Soissons, by the King's brothers,
the Archbishop of Kheims, and a long train of bishops,
abbots, and dignitaries of the church ; he entered
Becket Soissons at the head of 300 horsemen. The
at sens, interview of Louis with Becket raised his admi-
ration into passion. As the envoys of Henry passed on
one side of the river, they saw the pomp in which the
ally of the King of France, rather than the exile from
JGngland, was approaching Sens. The cardinals, whether
from prudence, jealousy, or other motives, were cool in
their reception of Becket. The Pope at once granted
the honour of a public audience; he placed Becket on
iiis right hand, and would not allow him to rise to speak.
Becket, after a skilful account of his hard usage, spread
out the parchment which contained the Constitutions of
Clarendon. They were read; the whole Consistory
exclaimed against the violation of ecclesiastical privi-
leges. On further examination the Pope acknowledged
that six of them were less evil than the rest; ou the
remaining ten he pronounced his unqualified condem-
nation. He rebuked the weakness of Becket in swearing
to these articles, it is said, with the severity of a father,
the tenderness of a mother.11 He consoled him with the
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